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COMPLAINT TO THE FEDERAL ELECTION CO

an MR 14
Ms. Thomasenia Duncan, General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Office of the General Counsel
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463 / /^/\

MUR* (jfl&U
March 13,2009

K|
ro
7j RE: CoiK^laiMtagai^ Chris John and Chris John for US Senate
[JJ lor Illegal me of corporate resources to assist his Federal campaigB.

O The Complainant, Jeanne Broussard, hereby submits this Complaint, pursuant to 2 U.S.C.

™ §427(g)and 11 CFRSec. 11 1 .4, against Respondents Chris John and Chris John for US Senate

(FEC ID #0)0394445).

Facts

Chris John is a former Member of the United States Congress who, as a Congressman,

voted for the Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act (See Exhibit 1) and consequently is

presumed to know and understand the clear prohibition in Federal law against using corporate

funds to subsidize a campaign for Federal office. In 2004 Mr. John formed his principal

campaign committee, Chris John for US Senate, and waged an unsuccessful race for the United

On or about July 3, 2008, Mr. John used die corporate FedEx account of the Mid

Continent Oil & Gas corporation (located at 801 North Blvd. Ste 201, Baton Rouge, LA 70802-

5727) to pay for the overnight delivery of his required July Quarterly Federal Election

Commission f'FEC" or "Commission") Report to the Secretary of the US Senate. (See Exhibit 2)



On or about October 7, 2008, Mr. John again iiaed the Mid Continent Oil & Gas

corporate FedEx account to pay for the overnight delivery of his requited October Quarterly FEC

Report to the Secretary of the US Senate. (See Exhibit 3) This October Quarterly Report does

not indicate any in-kind contributions from Mid Continent Oil ft Gas corporation on or about

«j July 3,2008, and does not indicate any expenditures by Chris Johns for US Senate or Mr. Johns
Ml
H personally to reimburse Mid Continent Oil ft Gas for the corporate in-kind contribution made on
fsi
m or about July 3,2008.'

JJ On or about January 12, 2009, Mr. John yet again used the Mid Continent Oil ft Gas
O
0& corporate FedEx account to pay for the overnight delivery of his required Year End 2008 FEC
rsi

Report to the Secretary of the US Senate. (See Exhibit 4) This Year End 2008 Report again does

not indicate any in-kind contributions from Mid Continent Oil ft Gas corporation on or about

October 7, 2008, and does not indicate any expenditures by Chris Johns for US Senate or Mr.

Johns personally to reimburse Mid Continent Oil ft Gas for the corporate in-kind contribution

made on or about October 7,20082
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One of the most basic rales of legs! compliance for federal elections QHMMutt SAeft 2b

of America is that corporate contributions, whether direct or in-direct, are prohibited. This

prohibition is almost a century old, and is of course codified in the Federal Election Campaign

Act of 1971, as amended (the "Act")- The Act prohibits corporations from making contributions

>•" and expenditures in connection with any federal election. 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). The Act defines
N1

^ contribution or expenditure to include "anything of value" to any candidate. 2 U.S.C. §
in
csj 441b(bX2). The cost of FedEx expedited overnight shipping is certainly something "of value"
*S
*T under the Act, and consequently the payment by Mid Continent Oil & Gas corporation for the
O
3* cost of Mr. John and the Chris John for US Senate campaign's shipping costs must be treated -

reported3 - as an in-kind contributions to the Chris Johns for US Senate committee. It is not

surprising, however, that Mr. John did not report these contributions, as doing so would expose a

clear violation of the prohibition against corporate contributions found at 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a).

These clear violations of federal law were apparently not committed by a low-level staff

member of the Chris John for US Senate committee, but instead by Mr. John himself. Under the

Act, no person, including a political committee and/or a candidate, may knowingly accept or

receive a corporate contribution. 2 U.S.C. § 44lb(a). The return address blocks on Exhibits 2, 3

and 4 all appear to show that Mr. John personally is responsible for the use of Mid Continent Oil

& Gas's resources for his campaign committee. It therefore would strain credibility for anyone

to assert that Mr. John did not knowingly facilitate and accept a corporate contribution, in

violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a).

3 Under the Art. each report filed by a political committee must ditdow ooMribuiions to. and dnbunonems by, the
committee. 2 U.S.C. ft 434(b).



I hereby respectfully request that the Commission investigate the crimes outlined above,

the full disclosure of any corporate in-kind contributions by Mid Continent Oil & Gas

to Mr. John and his campaign committee, and penalize Mr. John and his committee accordingly

for their violations of the law. Please note that these violations appear to a continuing, as well as

UD knowing and willful, pattern of abuse. Although it is currently unclear whether the 3 violations
m
*"• attached as exhibits to this Complaint will trigger the thresholds for referring this matter to the
rj
JJ] U.S. Department of Justice, See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(dXIXB), there can be no doubt that these
T
q- . ongoing violations by Mr. John are knowing and willful, and therefore I encourage a referral if
O
on your investigation reveals violations that rise to the monetary threshold.

r\
i Jl

Jc HHIS Broussard, Complainant
P 6. Box 9822
New Iberia, LA 70S62

State of Louisiana

Parish if LJR

Signed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on March f CP 2009

By: T Etude
Name(s) of Person(s)

Notary Public:

My Commission Expires:
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FINAL VOTE RESULTS FOR ROLL CALL 34
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BILL TITLE: Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act
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